
by Dick and Ronda Groberg
We arrived back in the United States on

July 16th.  We were greeted by our children
and grandchildren, and were introduced to lit-
tle Maxwell Groberg (born 9 months ago to
Michael and Natalee). What a joyous reunion.

Our departure from Finland was a bitter-
sweet experience. We had come to love the
people and the beautiful country. We had
developed some very close relationships as we
prayed with and taught many extraordinary
people over the course of our 18 month stay.
We worked with many who were less active.
First of all, it was challenging to FIND them.
Our "hunting skills" improved as we learned to
find and read the long names of those Finnish
streets, (Toivonlanratiotie, Laajasunpolku). We
always started out with our map, a magnifying
glass, a compass, and a determination to con-
tinue until we found the person we were seek-
ing! When we found we were going in the
wrong direction we learned to immediately
change our course (repent). Sometimes it hap-
pened right in the middle of busy traffic! 

We experienced the joy of teaching a man
all of the discussions and witnessing how faith,
humble pray, and repentance can bring lasting
joy through baptism. We reached a point in our
progression where he said he understood and
believed but lacked a strong spiritual witness,
but he was concerned about eliminating social
drinking. We promised him that if he would
commit to quit drinking, the Spirit would be
with him to help him to overcome his desire to
drink. We kneeled together in prayer and each
took a turn pleading with the Lord in his behalf.
At our next appointment he said that he had
received the spiritual witness he had longed for
and that he was ready to be baptized. When we
left Finland he had been ordained a priest and
was serving as a home teacher.

Some of the sweetest words we have ever
heard were: "Thank you for caring about me,"
"I'm so grateful to have the Gospel back in my

life," "I could feel the Spirit when you were
teaching," "I think we're ready to continue on
our own," "Thank you for bringing us the
message of the Restored Gospel," "I could
feel the Spirit through the music the choir was
singing," "I don't think there has ever been
this many people attend a Fireside in this
ward," "We will miss you."

We had an opportunity to spend several
days in Sweden after our mission. We visited
some of the places where the Groberg ances-
tors lived. We imagined some of these won-
derful men and women walking the same
streets decades earlier, and perhaps even wor-
shipping in some of these old, stately cathe-
drals. There was a special feeling of connec-
tion to the past as we walked on Swedish soil.
The country was green and lush with an abun-
dance of lakes and friendly streams. We
appreciated our time in Sweden.
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We have all heard the story
of John Enoch Groberg calling
his young sons Delbert (3) and
LeRoi (5) to his deathbed and
admonishing them to "be good
boys."  Some may also have
heard the romantic tra-
dition that he died of a
broken heart brought
on by his wife's death
from childbirth com-
plications the previous
year.  But how many
know anything of his
life -- his interests, his
personality, his experi-
ences? Did you know
he went by his middle
name, Enoch?  Did you know he
loved to dance?  Did you know
he served as a faithful and effec-
tive missionary in Sweden ?  

You could know all this and
much more about this remark-
able ancestor if you were to read
the first volume of his mission-
ary journal.  The journal and
several pictures of Enoch and
other Swedish saints have been
scanned and are available on
CD.  Let Matt Powell know if
you are interested in a copy (and
especially please let him know if
you know where the second
journal volume is).

One example of the special
insights contained in the journal is
Enoch’s account of how he and
other missionaries in Goteborg,
Sweden contracted and battled a
serious illness (the illness that ulti-
mately led to the real cause of his
pre-mature death -- tuberculosis).
After noting an ever increasing
number of instances in which he

was called upon to administer to
the sick, Enoch recounts that he
and Elder Joseph Jensen contract-
ed "inflammation of the lungs and
also an inflamed stomuck."  They
"coughed hard and could not eat

very much."  Treatments
included "lemon water"
and "putting a woolen
rag with turpentine on, on
my chest."  On March 8,
1898  "at about 4:30 a.m.
Elder Joseph H. Jensen
died.  This was sad news
to all the Saints."  On the
11th   “Elder Jensen's
burial took place in the
afternoon.  A fine hearse

and 9 carriages were hired.  He
was buried by the side of Pres.
Quist who had died here a few
years before.  I was still sick and
could not be present at the funer-
al."  Still "spitting blood" a month
later, Enoch wrote:  "President
Lund asked me if I had any desire
to go home, but I stated that I did
not if I possibly could avoid it, and
he promised me that
if my desire was to
stay and if I would
pray to the Lord, that
I would be able to
finish my mission."
The remainder of his
journal bears witness
of the answer to that
prayer.

The Saints of
Goteborg remember
and honor Enoch and
Elder Jensen for their
devotion and sacri-
fice to this day. A
Swedish Ensign arti-

cle notes that in a recent Goteborg
Stake Conference, President Leif
Mattsson made specific mention
of Enoch Groberg and Joseph
Jensen and then "emphasized that
this was a price paid so that today
there are more than two thousand
members in the Stake.... President
Mattsson concluded with a wish
that we will always be willing to
sacrifice for the Lord's work."
(April 2005 Krykonytt, p.11).   On
a different occasion, President
Mattsson explained that since
almost all of the early Swedish
saints eventually emigrated to the
United States, the current
Swedish saints consider the story
of the sick elders and the mainte-
nance of Elder Jensen’s grave a
symbolic link to the many who
laid the foundation upon which
they now build.

So now how much do you
know about John Enoch
Groberg?  Would you like to
know more?

You can and should.

Old Lutheran Church in Sweden where
Groberg ancestors may have attended.

Return To and From Scandinavia

Handwritten title page

Enoch Groberg (between 2 women) with Saints in Sweden.

Richard Groberg by Vasterfarnebo, home
town of John Enoch Groberg’s father and
grandfather.

John Enoch Groberg:  Swedish Missionary 1897-1899



Remember that 3-day family reunion with the mis-
sionary theme -- the one where Grandma pinned those
flattering 8x10 head shots of all the family missionar-
ies (including in-laws) in a time-line across the stage?  

Who could forget?  Certainly not a newlywed who
was meeting most of the DVG extended family for the
first time and who had previously defined a reunion as an
afternoon of softball, horseshoes, and cold Kentucky Fried
Chicken with strangers who looked a lot like his dad.  

But for those of us now reviewing that missionary
time-line in our minds and thinking that our picture is not
nearly as bad as it seemed at the time, we are due for one
of those uncomfortable reality checks.  Alas, there are
some who have forgotten that reunion.  It was 21 years
ago.  Indeed, if we could glimpse into that celestial man-
sion room where Grandma is most assuredly keeping
that photo time-line up to date, we would have to admit
that those missionaries pictured in the most recent pin-
ups not only do not remember, but for the most part were
not even born at the time of that reunion.  Great-grand-
sons Tyler Owens and Joe Tingey, toddlers at the
reunion, have already returned from Spanish-speaking
missions in New York and California, respectively.
Great-granddaughter Whitney Owens, barely four
months old at the reunion, is now in the MTC preparing
to serve in Argentina.  Grandson, Andrew Groberg,
whose pending birth was announced at the reunion, is
now called to serve in the New York City Cantonese-
speaking mission.  Post reunion great-grandbabies
Daniel Blair, Jim Powell, Ben Tingey, Brian Sabey, and
Tom Powell are respectively serving or preparing to
serve in Japan, Korea, Russia, Taiwan, and Samoa.   

As the last of the grandchild and first of the great-
grandchild generations come of age, Gr.Gr.Gr.'s eternal
"joy and rejoicing" in their posterity's missionary service
is almost tangible.  It is
equally easy to imag-
ine the radiant love and
enthusiasm Gr.Gr.Gr.
felt at the birth of their
second great-great
grandchild, Alex, son
of Kaila and Noah
Lifferth and the mar-
riage of their second
great-granddaughter
Kristina Lewis to
Landon Prisbrey.  

May we who
remember the 1984
reunion also always
remember and make
real for the rising gen-
erations Gr.Gr.Gr.'s
love and devotion to
us and to the reunion
theme of "Building
the Kingdom at Home
and Abroad."
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Missionary and
Military Addresses
Elder Daniel Blair
Aichi-ken, Okazaki-Shi
Tatsumi-Kita, 1-5-2
Kopo Eiwa #302
T444-0876  Japan

Elder Jim Powell
Korea Seoul West Mission
Song Pa, PO Box 31
Seoul 138=600  Korea

Elder Ben Tingey 
Russia Rostov Mission
PO Box 30150
Salt Lake City, Ut  84130-0150

Elder Andrew Groberg
New York, N.Y. South Mission
85-69 60th Drive
Elmhurst, Queens, NY 11373

Sister Whitney Owens
MTC Mailbox 209
ARG-BAS 1004
2005 N. 900 E.
Provo, UT 84604-1793

Elder Brian Sabey
MTC Mailbox #106
Taiw-TCF 1025
2005 N. 900 E.
Provo, UT 84604-1793

Elder Tom Powell            
MTC Mailbox 81
SAM-API 1101
2005 N. 900 E.
Provo, UT 84604-1793

SPC Tyler Hubble
1006 N. 4th #6
Killeen, TX  76541
tyler.hubble@us.army.mil

The Legacy of Missionary Service Continues

Smiling missionary pictures provide backdrop for 1984
family reunion activities including this talent show num-
ber featuring Jennifer, David, and Lorraine Groberg.

Whitney Owens Tom PowellBrian Sabey

Andrew GrobergBen TingeyDaniel Blair

Newest DVG great-great-grandson Alex Lifferth with 
sister Gabriella.

Newlyweds Landon and Kristina
Prisbrey

"We tracted a lot, had an interesting
talk with a guy we met at the subway
station on our way here (he's either
drunk, or our next golden investigator,
not sure which and possibly both) and
tonight is our English class."

"Tracted during the forenoon.  Had
several good conversations.  Invited to
a cup of chokolate by a Baptist lady,
whom I had a good conversation with.
Had English in the evening."

John Enoch Groberg
Tuesday, January 18, 1898

Göteborg, Sweden

James Groberg Powell
Tuesday, August 16, 2005

Seoul, Korea

So Elder, What Did You Do On Tuesday?
The Beat Goes On



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


